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COMMUNICATION 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
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| | the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 

the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

O the supplementary European search report concerning the international application under Article 1 57(2) EPC 

relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 
Abstract Title 



n Figure 



|~| The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 



PI The following figure will be published with the abstract since the Search Division considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 



Figure: 

pi Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
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No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



1. Claims: 1-5 



A method of producing a nucleoside 5'-ester by cultivating a 
strain of E. coli in which the gene products of ushA and 
ahpA do not function normally. 



2. Claims: 6-8 



A method for identification of 5 5 -nucleotidases which are 
upregulated upon the disruption of a known 5* -nucleotidase. 
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